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Incident:  Property Stolen From Family Recovered  

 
Abbotsford – January 28

th
, 2016 

 

On December 30
th
, 2015, the Suiker family had their U-Haul truck stolen overnight while staying 

in the Surrey area.  Within the truck were all their personal possessions, as they were in the 
process of moving to Vancouver Island.     
 
On January 1

st
, 2016, the Abbotsford Police Department located the stolen U-Haul parked in the 

1200 block of Sumas Way after being alerted by a citizen who had watched the local media 
coverage asking the public for assistance in locating the truck.  Sadly the truck had been 
emptied. 
 
Over the next few weeks, a great deal of effort went into attempting to locate the contents of the 
U-Haul. On January 22

nd
, the APD’s Crime Reduction Unit (CRU), with the assistance of the 

APD’s Patrol Division and Emergency Response Team (ERT), executed a search warrant at a 
residence in rural east Abbotsford. On January 26

th
, a further search warrant was executed by 

the APD’s Crime Reduction Unit at a second residence in rural east Abbotsford.   
 
A large amount of the family’s property, which included their grey utility trailer, was recovered by 
police. Joseph LAVALLEE of Abbotsford has been charged with Possession of Stolen Property, 
Possession of a Controlled Substance, and Driving While Prohibited. Charges of Possession of 
Stolen Property have also been recommended against a 43-year-old man from Abbotsford and a 
48-year-old man from Abbotsford.  
 
Anyone with further information about this incident should contact the APD at 604-859-5225, text 
us at 222973 (abbypd) or call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
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